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NAUTICAL ELEGANCE GAW S A
FOOTHOLD ON THE LADY KATHRYN IIT

Interior Design by Jack Fhillips/Text by John Loring
Photography by Kim Sargent
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ARovE: “So many of these new
hoats are like discos,” sayz Jack Fhil-
lips, who designed the interiors

of the Lady Katbryn I, Leo and
Kathrym Vecellio’s 148-foot high-
speed yacht. “We wanted to take a
contemporary boat and make ic
classic, dmeless and comfortable.”

RaciT: “The media room's paneling
and tonality are the same as in the
couple’s residences,” says Fhillips,
who furnished the space with 18th-
and 19th-century pieces, includ-
ing a Georgian card table. Beacon
Hill fabrics on games chairs, scroll-
arm chair, cdlub chairs and ottoman.

it a vast Tus-

can-style villa
perched in
the Colorado
mountains in Vail, an ample,
15,000-square-foot woodland
country retreat in the hills of
West Vir ginia and a historic
Morman Revival manor house
built in 1928 by the legendary
Palm Beach architect Maurice
Fatio on the Lake Worth shore
of Palm Beach island, it would
he hard to choose a favorite.
“I've certainly enjoyed them
all,” Leo Vecellio observes,
“hut my two favorite spots are
our new boat, the Lady Kathryn
111, and the house im Vail, They
encourage me to relax.”
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Tow: The sitting room off the mas-
ter suite “was a bit dark,” remarks

Fhillips, “so we added 1 liede jolt of
color” The canvases, from left, are
by Grigory Roshin and Ermest Vau-
thrin. Beacon Hill fabrics for drap-
eries, sofa and Brunschwig & Fils

armchairs. Lighting from Vaughan,
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“If practicality were the utmost
priority, we'd end up with what oth-
er yachis have—symthetic fabrics
and leathers,” Fhillips says, “Thar's
exactly what the Vecellios didn’t
want." ABOVE: The sleek and spa-
cious galley features wood cabinet-
ry with stainless-steel details.

Boat is a modest word for the
Vecellios” Lady Katbryn I, a
not at all modestly scaled 145-
foot motor yacht of exemplary
stylishness that has a dominant
presence when it is in port at
the yacht basin at the foot of
Balm Beach’s Australian Av-
enue (an aptly named pore for
the Australian-built beauty).

For a man whose business
is building roads, bridges and
golf courses and who has been
kmown to quip, “Some people
play golf courses; I build them,”
a 148-foot vacht is, in all mod-
esty; still a boar,

“Throughourt the 30 years
we've been married, we've
always had boats. The dimen-
sions changed—as did the dé-
cor,” Kathryn Vecellio recalls.
“The Lady Katlwyn I was our
first serious adventure with a
vacht. She was 103 feer, tra-
ditionally decorated, but she
didn't have enough rooms for
our two sons, Christopher and
Michael. S0 we moved up to
the 113-foot Lady Kathryn 11
That one had already been
decorated with woven-grass
wallcoverings, a grass-skirt
dust ruffle on the bed in the
master bedroom, and the odd
tili here and there.”

“It had 2 wonderful feel
for the islands,” Leo Vecellio
grants, “burwithin five minutes
of closing, the grass dust ruffle
was first off the boat.” And the
tikis were banished.

The Lady Katlyn I was a
recent discovery, and it—like
its predecessor—uas fitted out
in an unwanted style, “Howev-
er,” Kathryn Vecellio explains,
“she had so many of the quali-
ties we were looking for. She
could travel at 29 knots and
turn on 4 dime. She had great
lines and wonderful spaces,
haoth exterior and interiorn, And
the four staterooms gave us the
room we needed for our sons
and their friends.

“Despite all that, T was hav-
ing a hard time getting through
the heavy Art Déco—style inte-
riors. ['m very traditional, and I
wanted the new boat to reflect




our lifestyle, which combines
work, pleasant outings with
family and friends and the
rather frequent events we host

TJack Fhillips, who's b
ser since he did
addition 12 years
in Florida.
FYou've got Lo

ing with

a spectacul
ago for the
I told him,
come look at this one and tell

me if it can be done with the
warm, inviting look Twant. He
said, “*OK, it can be done.'”
“Kathryn too k it from
there” her husband says, “My
own concerns with the bo
on the technical side. I confine
my worl to the systems and the
mechanical
For the L athryn 1I1's
décor, Kathryn Vecellio and
Fhillips used the palette of a

favorite paintin
with an Impressionis
emporary Russian painter
imir N OV, 45 4 strdng
ge in palette

the beach s

reds and the tone,”
Kathryn Vecellio explains. “1
tend to go for golds, reds, berry
golors and | . In thi

we added a site-specihie

2|

Queen Anne-style chairs surround 2
round Regeney table, which echoes
the shape of the dining room, The

dinnerware, stemware and Tiffany's

drapfe- Y
sel trim. Wallcovering from Kravet.




Tior: Fhillips designed a Hepple-
whit:-gat}'l: console to hide air-con-
ditioning ductwork in the entance
hall, Apove: A H'“r;f PO —11E ur
fuur 5t.1ttruum--— is very lux

ous,” sa}rs the designer.

EMETAVINES are lglﬂl-u:ulun French,
Bedside lamp from Vaughan.

“Ohur collection of naut-
cal paintings had evolved as
it traveled imm boat to boat,
ch move, and
wding role on
t had on the

others, Perio

mixed, but the

great textiles and w

Fhillips uses tie it all to

“We put Queen Ann
covitini !

The top deck of the Lady Katfryr

111, which has a bangquette uphol-

stered in a bold steiped fabric, looks

our onto West Palim Beach's

line. Tahles, designed by the
“adjust hoth vertica

womtally to accommaodate mulu]ﬂe

uses on the deck,” Fhillips nores.




